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HIS eM AFESTIES 
Moſt Gracious py 
Toboth HousEs of 
PARLIAMENT, 
| On Monday the 21, of March, 166, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


"| have met together again at 


the time appointed : "ad I 


m1 do aſlure you I baye been 
Ea; o far from ever intending 
Fl it ſhould be otherwiſe, 

that I do not know one per- 


4 


ſon who ever wiſhed it ſhould be otherwiſe. 


Think therefore, Ipray, what good mean- 
ing thoſe men could have, whofrom thetime 


_ of the prorogation to the day of your meeting, 


have continually whiſpered, and induſtri- 
ouſly infuſed into the minds of the people, that 
the Parliament ſhould meet no more ; that ir 
ſhould either be preſently diffolved , or fo 
continued by prorogation, that they ſhould 
be kept without a Parliament, I pray watch 
theſe whiſperers all you can, as men who uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours to ſow jealouſies be-. 
tween you and Me: and I do promiſe you 

they 
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they ſhall not prevail with Me, and I do pro- 
miſe My Self they ſhall not prevail with you, 
and the truth is, VVe are both concerned 
they ſhould not;andV Ve ſhall then, withGods 
bleſsing , preventall the miſchief they intend. 
You may judge by the late Ireaſon 1n the 
North,for which ſo many men have been exe- 
cuted, how active the ſpirits of many of Our 
old enemies ſtillare, notwithſtanding all Our 
mercy. Ido aſſure you, V Vearenot yer at 
the bottom ofthat buſineſle : T his much ap- 
pears manifeſtly , that this conſpiracy was but 
a branch of that which [ diſcovered as well as 
1 could to you about two yearsfince, and had 
been then executed nearer hand , if | had not, 
by Gods goodnefſe, come to the knowledge 
of ſome of the principal contrivers, and ſo 
ſecuredthemfrom doing the miſchief they in- 
tended,” And if I had not by thelike Provi- 
dence, had timely notice of the very hour, 
and ſeveral places of their Rendezyouz in the 
North, and provided for them accordingly, 
by ſending-ſotne of My own Troups, as well 
as by drawing the Trayned Bands together, 
their conjunction would have been in greater 

numbers then had been convenient. ; 
You will wonder (butl tell true) they are 
now even 1n thoſe parts, and at this time, when 
they ſee their friends under tryal and execu- 
tion , ſtill purſuing the ſame conſultations : 
and it is evident, they have correſpondence 
with deſperat perſons in moſt Counties, and a 
| ſtanding 


ME = 
ſtavding Council in this Town ; from which 
they received their direCtions, and by whom 
they were adviſed to defer their laſt-intended 
Infurrection; bur thoſe orders ſerved only to 
diſtract them, and came too late toprevent 
their deſtruction. I know more of theirin- 
trigues, then they think 1 do, and hope 7 
ſhall ſhortly diſcover the Bottom ; in the 
mean time, {pray let Us all beas watchfull 
to prevent, as they are to contrive, their 
mutchiek. ow 
| cannot omit upon this occaſion to tell you, 
that theſe deſperat men in their councils(as ap- 
pears by jeveral examinations) have not been 
all of one mind in the wayes' of carrying on 
theirwicked reſolutions: Some wonld ſtillinſift 
upon the authority of the Long-parliament, 
of which they ſay they have members.enough 
willing to meet ; others have fancied to them- 
ſelves, by ſome computation of their own,upon 
ſome Clauſe inthe Triennial Bill, thatrhispre- 
ſeat Parliament was at an endſomemoneths 
ſince, and that for want of new VVrits, they 
may aſſeble tliemſelves, and chuſe Members 
for Paritameat; and thac this is the beſtexpedi- 
ent to bring themſelves together for ther other 
purpoſes. For the Long-parliament, ::you 
and | can do no more then VV<e have done; to 
inform and compoſe themindsof all.men:. let 
them proceed upon their peril: But:Me- 
thinks, there is nothing done co diſabuſethem 
inreſpect of the Triennial Bill, 7 confeſs to 
B you, 


(6) 
you , My Lords and Gentlemen, I have often 


My Self read over that Bill , and though | 


thereis no colour for the fancy of the de- 
termination of this Parhament, yet I will 
not deny to you , that | have alwayes 
expected that you would, and even wonder- 
ed that you have not conſidered the wonder- 
full Clauſes i that Bill, which paſſedina 
time very uncarefull for the dignity of the 
Crown , or the ſecurity of the People, I 
pray , Mr. Speaker, and you (Gentlemen of 
the Flonſe of Commons , ve that *I rienzal 
Bill once areading in your Houſe, and then 
in Gods name, do what you think fit for Me, 
and your ſelves, and the whole Kingdom, 
Ineed not tell you how much I love Parlia- 
ments; never King was ſo much beholding . 
to Parliaments as 1 "have been , nor do [ 
thinkthe Crown can ever be happy without 
frequent Parliaments. Butaſlure your ſelves, 
if 7 ſhould think otherwiſe, I would never 
ſuffer a Parliament co come together by che 
means preſcribed by that Bill. 
&My Lords and Gentlemen, I muſt renew 
My thanks to you for the free ſupply you gave 
Me chis laſt Seſsion, of four Subſidies; yet 


Z cannot but tell you , That chat- ſupply is 


fallen much ſhort of what /expected, or you 


Intended: & will hardly. be believed, yer 


you know it tobetrue , that very many per- 
fons who have Eſtates of three and four thou- 
fand poandsa year, do not pay for theſe four 

— Sudſidies 
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Subſidies fixteen pounds; ſo that whereas 
you intended and declared, tharthey ſhould 
be collected according to former precedents; 
they do not now ariſe to half the proportion 
they didin the time of Queen Elizabeth; and . 
yet ſure the Crown wants more now, thenit 
did then, and the Subject is aflealt as well able 
to give. | . 
Thetruth is, by the Licence of the lateill. 
times, and ll humor of this, too many of the 
people, and even of thoſe who make fair pro- 
feſstons, belieye it to be no ſinto defraud the 
Crown of any thing that is duetoit. You 
no ſooner give me Tunnage and Poundage, 
then men are deviſing all the wayes they can 
to ſteal Cuſtom; nor can the Farmers be fo 
vietlantfor the Collection,as others are:to ſteal 
the Duties, You give Me the Exciſe, which . 
all people abroad believe co be the moſt inſen- 
ſible impoſition, that can be laid upon a people: 
what conſpiracies and combinations are enter- 
ed into againſt it by the Brewers,who | am ſure 
bear not that burthen themſelves,even to bring 
that Revenue to nothing, you will hear in 
Weſiminſter-hall. You have. given Me the 
Chimney-money, which you have reaſon ro 
believers agrowing Revenue, for men build 
at leaſt faſt enough , and you will therefore 
wonder that it is already declined, and that this 
halt year brings in leſs then the former did : 
Ipray therefore review that Bill, and ſince 7 
am ſure you would have Me receive whatlo- 
D.z ever 
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ever you pive, let Me have the colletting and 
husbanding of it by My own Olficers, and 
then /doubtnot but to improve that Receipr, 
and will be cozoned of as little as [can. 

1will conclude with deſiring and conjuring 
you, My Lords and Gentlemen, to keep a very 
good correſporſence together,that it may not 
be in the power of any ſeditious 'or factious 
ſpirits to make you jealous of each other, or 
either of you jealous of Me, till you fee Me 
pretend anething and do another, which /am 
ſure you have never yet done; truſt Me, it 
ſhall be in no bodies power to make Me [ca- 
lous of you. pray contrive any good ſhore 
Billswhich may improve the induſtry of the 


Nation ; and fincethe ſeaſon of the year will 


invite Us all ſhortly to take the Country air, 
[1defire you would be ready for a Sefsion with- 
in twomoneths or thereaboutrs, and V Ve will 
meet next carher in the year, And ſo God 
bleſs your Councils, Ls 


